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The second week of my internship was full of planning, excitement, and skillful decision-making. My initial weekly activity, which started on October 22, 2012, began with my participating in professional development that required me to actively engage in a professional learning cohort consisting of two groups of teachers from both private and public school settings. On October 25, 2012, I coordinated all fourth grade activities for literacy night at Charles R. Drew Charter School, which was a very rewarding but taxing experience. Finally, I ended the week on October 26, 2012 by meeting with all fourth grade teachers to discuss how to effectively plan and implement performance based instruction in fourth grade classrooms. Though last week proved to be challenging because of scheduling and time constraints, overall, each experience was expertly valuable.

My participation in the professional learning cohort always generates creative thoughts within me as a teaching professional and future leader. On last Monday, the cohort session was over the importance of story telling when teaching children. The cohort discussed how creative story telling could be used to teach children literature, social studies, science, and math. After reflecting on my time spent in the cohort, I decided to go back to my school and analyze the fourth grade language arts data and see where creative story telling could be used to strengthen fourth grade students in the academic area of language arts. When analyzing the data, I discovered that fourth grade students had serious vocabulary deficiencies. 

I made a decision to meet with the fourth grade science and social studies teachers to discuss ways that story telling and other English language Arts skills could help to improve fourth grade student’s vocabulary and over all comprehension skills. The fourth grade science teacher agreed to focus on helping the fourth grade students improve their academic vocabulary, which is specific to new Common Core Standards throughout the United States. The science teacher also agreed to include the same main idea graphic organizer in her science instructional resources that the fourth grade English Language Arts teacher uses in order to help students make the connection that they can identify main ideas and supporting details using science concepts, as well as English Language Art. Next, I collaborated with the fourth grade social studies teacher and helped to plan a social studies and English Language Arts cross-curricular lesson focused of the characterization and the Revolutionary War. The lesson, again, focused on academic vocabulary, story elements, historical figures, and deep rich vocabulary and descriptions of the Revolutionary War.

My second task for the week was to coordinate literacy night for all fourth grade students, teachers, and parents. I participated in the school wide planning of literacy month beginning in September by creating a news story that included graphics, a listing of school wide activities for literacy month, and the dates and times for each literacy month activity. The news story was included in the school newsletter that was distributed to students, teachers, parents, administrators, and school community partners. For the culminating event, I coordinated the fourth grade literacy night activities. I decided to make four elements of English Language Arts a theme for fourth grade literacy night. I prepared vocabulary, fluency, comprehension, and writing activities for parents and students. I assigned each fourth grade teacher a station and provided all needed material. I also supplied sandwiches, chips, juice, and pop sickles for the students and their parents. The night was a success.

My last internship activity of the week involved me assembling with all fourth grade teachers for a day long meeting to discuss performance based learning instructional methods and student activities. The new Common Core Standards, which have recently been adopted by several states across America, require students to show higher levels of content mastery through the application of knowledge and problem solving skills. The teachers and I discussed having fourth grade students create and perform monologues about American revolutionary characters and events. The teachers and I considered having those students that would not want to write or present monologues to create props for the stage performances or act as stage crew members and direct all stage activities. The teachers and I decided that we would need more time to plan a full stage production, that would include parents, other teachers, and community and business members. I have decided to include the fourth grade performance based learning project activities as objectives for my internship.
